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The path of the juſt is as the ſhining light, that 
ſhineth more and more unto the perfect day. 


IN the multitude of my thoughts within me» 
under that great affliction with which we have 
been exerciſed, no ſubject appeared more ſuitable 
to the preſent mournful occaſion, than that to 
which Solomon directs our attention in the words 
you have juſt heard. My ever dear and honoured - 
FRIEND, Whoſe death we ſhall now endeavour to 
improve, ſaid, when converſing with me relative 
to a funeral diſcourſe, that he had choſen no text, 
as he hoped no particular notice would be taken 
of him: but, on my earneſtly and affectionately 
entreating him to leave me free, he was ſo kind 
as to lay me under no injunctions. For though 
my ſentiments coincide with his reſpecting the 
general impropnety of ſaying much of the dead, 
yet in this inſtance I cannot be filent : not that 
the partiality of private friendſhip, or gratitude 
for unnumbered favours, will prompt my utter- 
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ance; but juſtice due to his character, and a 
hope that the faint exhibition I ſhall make of it 
—a deſcription of ſome of its prominent fea- 
tures—the ſtatement” of a few facts may be of 
uſe, by provoking emulation, and by illuſtrating 
the efficacy of diyine grace ; for by the grace of 
God he was what he was. 
I ſhall make no apology for introducing myſelf 
in this diſcourſe ; for if T could not ſpeak from 
. perſonal knowledge, I ſhould be leſs particular in 
the notice which I mean to take of the deceaſed. 
Living with him many years, in the moſt perfect 
intimacy; viewing him in every light ; a daily 
witneſs of his words, his tempers, and his con- 
duct; knowing his ſentiments, acquainted with 
his defigns, and entering into his feelings ; I can 
truly ſay, his path was as the Mining light, that 
fhineth more and more unto the perfect dag. 
This moſt beautiful paſſage is highly inſtructive: 

it contains an animating repreſentation of the 
nature and excellence, of the progreſs and con- 
ſummation, of true religion. 
Some, indeed, ſuppoſe that the text is det. 
*criptive of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and of the 
gradual manner in which he was revealed. He 
is, emphatically ſpeaking, the Jusr Ones. He 
is infinitely, eſſentially, and immutably juſt ;— 
juſt in his views, his diſpoſitions, and his conduct. 
He is juſt to God, in vindicating his rights; and 
Juſt to men to che impenitent, in executing on 
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them the judgment written; and to believers, in 
fulfilling his engagements, performing his pro- 
miſes, and maintaining their cauſe. 

The path of this Juſt One is as the ſhining 
light. He is the ſun of righteouſneſs. He en- 
lightens, purifies, invigorates, and fertilizes the 
intellectual, moral, and ſpiritual world. Before 
his auſpicious beams appeared, the world was in- 
volved in darkneſs— total, midnight darkneſs ; 
darkneſs that might be felt. But, glory be to 
God ! adored be the riches of his grace ! this 
dreary ſtate was not of long continuance ; for the 
ſun of righteouſneſs began to dawn in the firſt 
- promiſe that was made to man in Paradiſe, ſoon 
after his awful apoſtacy from God. Abraham 
and the patriarchs ſaw him as the morning ſpread 
upon the mountains. The pſalmiſt and the pro- 
phets beheld his nearer approaches, as the ſun 
ſpeedily verging towards the horizon, and juſt 
upon the point of riſing. To the apoſtles and 
the evangeliſts he aroſe in all his glory: to them 
he was as the light of the morning when the ſun 
ariſeth, even a morning without clonds; and 
they hailed, with joyful acclamations, the new- 
formed day. Then, as at the creation of the 
material world, the morning ftars ſang together, 
and all the ſons of God ſhouted for joy : they 
ſang, Glory to God in the higheſt, and on earth 
peace, good-will towards men. — As Chriſt was 
gradually revealed, ſo his goſpel will gradually 
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prevail, till the whole globe is irradiated with its 
luſtre. Then its great Author will ſay to thoſe 
who long /at in darkneſs, and in the region of 
the ſhadow of death, Ariſe, ſhine, for your light 
3s come, and the glory of the Lord is riſen upon 
You. be £4 | | 

But we will not dwell on this animating theme; 
for, I apprehend, the text is to be conſidered as 
deſcriptive of every truly good man. Let us, 
. © Firſt, Explain the terms here employed: 
Secondly, Illuſtrate the doctrine which is here 
taught. 

Firſt, Fhe terms are to be explained: the 
Jus r the PATH of the juſt—and the sHI NIN 
LIGHT, to which the path of the guſt is com- 
ATR 

By a zus, or righteous, man, is meant a good 
man in the higheſt acceptation of the term. 
Such a man is juſt, in a relative, contraſted, and 
comparative ſenſe. He is relatively juſt ; juſt in 
the fight 'of God; juſt in the eye. of his law; 
in virtue of his intereſt in the perfect righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, which was wrought out for him, 
is imputed to him, and received by faith. Jeſus, 
the Son of God, is called uE Lond ovun 
R1GHTEOUSNESS : to all who believe in him, he 
is made righteouſneſs ; for he, who knew no fin, 
was made fin for us, that we might be made the 
righteouſneſs of God in him. | | 

The 
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The man who has evidence of intereſt in the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is ſanctified by the Spirit, 
through the belief of the truth ; ſo that he is, 
in ſome degree, perſonally juſt. His faith in the 
righteouſneſs of Chrift is precious, as it pacifies 
his conſcience, and purifies his heart, So that 
he is juſt, contraſted with the openly profane, 
and the ſuperficially religious, and compared 
with thoſe who are only externally moral. Thus 
he may be ſaid to be juſt to God and man. In a 
comparative ſenſe he is juſt to God, as his ſenti- 
ments of him correſpond with his words, his diſ- 
poſitions towards him harmonize with his pro- 
feſſions, and his general conduct is confifteat with 
his engagements. It is his habitual deſire to be 
Juſt in regard to God, by aſcribing to him the 
glory due unto his name; by rendering him the 
praiſes which his 3 claim; by yielding him 
the obedience his laws demand; by uſing in his 
ſervice the powers he beſtowed; by employing to 
his honour the talents entruſted to him; and by 
conſecrating himſelf entirely to Jim in whoſe 
hands his breath is, and whoſe aye all his ways. 
He is juſt to men, fair in his dealings, exact in 
his teſtimony, and faithful to his promiſes. 

The whole of religion may be ſaid to conſiſt in 
Juſtice, if the term be underſtood in that exten- 
ſive latitude in which Solomon uſes the word juft 
in our text. For if we conſider it in relation to 
the mind, it conſiſts in juſt ſentiments of revealed 
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truth; if to the conſcience, in juſt deciſions ; if 
to the heart, in juſt affections towards God and 
man; if to the will, in juſt volitions; and if to 
the conduct, in a courſe of juſt actions. The 
path of the juſt is as the ſhining light. 

By the yATH of the juſt we are to underſtand 
his religious courſe. The term here employed, 


ſuggeſts the idea of a traveller; an idea perfectly 


applicable to a juſt man, who, as a ffranger and 
pilgrim upon earth, is travelling to a city that 
hath foundations, whoſe builder and maker is 
God. Earth is not his home: heaven is his 
country; thither he is going. He walks by 
faith, not by fight. Chriſt is the Way, the old 
Path, the good Way ; the Way of Truth, the 
Way of Holineſs, and the Way of Peace, The 
progreſs which he makes in evangelical knowledge, 
in bis conformity to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
in ſubſtantial comfort, is repreſented by this moſt 


beautiful and ſtrongly expreſſive ſimilitude ; It ig 
as the SHINING LIGHT, that ſhineth more and 


more. | | 
_ Here is an elegant alluſion, not to the morning 
ſtar, but to the ſun, the great luminary of the 
day, When he approaches our benighted hemiſ- 
phere, the day opens and expands by a gradual 
increaſe. The light comes firſt glimmering with 
the ſtars; by almoſt imperceptible degrees the 
gloomy ſhades of night retire, the luſtre of the 
ſtars is eclipſed, and the ſweetly-bluſning morn 
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appears. Soon the majeſtic erb ariſes in the Eaſt, 
and reanimates all nature. His brightneſs gradually 
augments, as he apparently riſes higher and higher 
in the firmament, till he reaches his meridian 
altitude, when all is heightened into the blaze of 
noon. By pouring forth a food ct light he forms 
the perfect day. Such is the path of the juſt. 

Having explained the terms here employed, 
We are now, 

Secondly, To illuſtrate the 3 of the text. 

This inimitably fine compariſon now claims our 
attention. The path of the juft is as the sHIx- 
ING LIGHT—/hining MORE AND MORE—/hIning 
more and more unto THE PERFECT DAY. 

I. It is as the SHINING LIGHT. 

The general import of this figure ſhould be 
conſidered, before we attend to the particular 


1lluſtration it affords; becauſe Solomon, contraſt- 


ing the juſt and the wicked, fays, the path of the 
Juſt is as the ſhining light; but the way of the 
wicked is as darkneſs; they know not at what 
they Rumble. 

Here we may remark the REAL1TY of religion. 
There 1s as much difference between the path of 
the juſt, and the way of. the wicked, as there is 
between the light of day, and the darkneſs of 
night. Religion bears its own evidence. Light 
is oppoſed in Scripture to the darkneſs of igno- 
rance, of fin, and of miſery. Light, as an em- 


| 8 0 of knowledge, of purity, and of bliſa, is a 
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beautiful repreſentation of religion. This pleaſ- 


*ing, and expreſſive, figure, is frequently employed 
by the ſacred writers, to illuſtrate its genuine 
nature. By the light that ſhines all around him, 
the juſt man ſees his ys avoids danger, and 
walks in peace. 
Like the ſun he moves in an APPOINTED 
ſphere. He purſues the path which infinite 
_ wiſdom has preſcribed. He does not act at 
random. He is not governed by caprice. He 
deviates not from his deſtined orbit, to court the 
ſmiles, or to avoid the frowns, of men, As the 
ſun is not interrupted in his courſe by the miſts 
and ſtorms of the atmoſphere, ſo the juſt man, 
regardleſs of the falſe opinions and groundleſs 
cenſures of the world, goes on his way. He 
moves in too high a ſphere to be greatly influenced 
by thoſe inferior conſiderations which violently 
agitate the paſſions of men who mind only earthly 
_- things» | | 
The ſun, as the moſt regular of all the great | 
bodies in the univerſe, with which we are ac- 
 -.quainted, furniſhes us with a ſtriking image of 
| the EXAcTNEss with which the juſt man aims 
to purſue his courſe. He reſembles, not a 
| wandering ftar, but the ſun. There is a general 
| uniformity in his deportment. In the cloſet, in 
| the family, in the church, and in the world, he is 
regular in the diſcharge of duty. He is actuated 
W. the ſame * prnnOplesy purſues the ſame 
i important 
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important ends, and obſerves the ſame general 
rules of moral and religious conduct. 

Like the light of day, the religion of the juſt 
is CONSPICUOUS. It is not concealed ; it ought 
not to be concealed; it cannot be concealed. 
Faith, hope, and love, the great principles of 
religion, will diſcover themſelves. Chriſtians are 
the lights of the world, holding forth the word 

of life, in their ſpeech, their tempers, and their 
conduct. They are compared, not to a candle 
under a buſhel, but to that great luminary which 
God hath placed in the heavens. Their Lig 
ſhines before men. By their good works they are 
known. They preſerve a proper mean between 
the oſtentation, and the concealment, of their 
religion, The graces which they exerciſe in 
ſecret, the duties which they diſcharge in private, 
prove their religion to themſelves; and their 
general deportment 1s an evidence of it to thoſe 
who behold their good converſation. - Young 
perſons, under their firſt ſerious impreſſions, often 
endeavour to conceal their ſentiments, and their 
feelings: but, when the good work is really begun, 
attempts. to hide it produce no laſting effe&. 
For, when the conſcience is deeply intereſted, and 
the heart captivated by the charms of divine 
love, religion will diſcover itſelf. Divine in its 
origin, and noble in its nature, it diſdains confine- 
ment. As ſoon may you involve the globe in 
-total. darkneſs, by extinguiſhing the luſtre of that 
g gelorious 
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glorious maſs of light, the ſun, as prevent the 
religion of Chriſt from diſcovering itſelf in a ſeries 
of pious, juſt, and benevolent actions. 

The path of the juſt is as the fhining light, the 
moſt univerſal benefactor in the natural world. 
This compariſon is admirably adapted to illuſtrate, 
in various reſpects, the great vrIL IT of re- 
gion. When the ruler of the day ariſes in the 
Eaft, he irradiates our hemiſphere; ſo the juſt 
man ſheds the light of a good example all around 
him. His path is inſtructive: it is a living 

directory: it ſhews what is right, and that what 
is right is practicable, It is not like an ignis 
Fatuus, which leads the unwary traveller aſtray; 
but it reſembles the divine word, by which it is 
directed, and is a lamp unto the feet and à light 
wnto the paths of men, ſhewing them the way in 
which they may walk with ſafety, and enjoy peace. 
When chriſtianity, as delineated in the New 
Teftament, is tranſcribed on the heart, and ex- 
emplified in the conduct, it is taught in language 
more intelligible, more eloquent, more ſublime, 
more affecting and impreſſive, than any tongue 
can utter. It ſpeaks, at once, to the underſtand- 
ing, to the conſcience, and to the heart. As the 
ſun purifies the atmoſphere, by deſtroying noxious 
vapors, ſo the example of a good man is ſome- 
times the means which God employs to ſhow, by 
the force of contraſt, the heinouſneſs of fin, 
bh, to confound Ss to bring them to re- 
” , | pentance, 
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pentance, and fo to promote their purity.— Thus, 
as the. vital heat of the ſun, 1n virtue of that in- 
fluence which pervades all nature, fruct{fies the 
fields and the gardens, ſo the conduct of the 
juſt, may, through the bleſſing of God, cauſe 
others to bring forth the fruits of repentance. 
The ungodly, beholding the good converſation 
of thoſe who fear God, are ſometimes won over 
. to the cauſe of righteouſneſs. Genuine religion, 
appearing in the temper and the life, poſſeſſes a 
vital warmth, which, like the genial beams of the 
ſun, invigorates, animates, and cheers. The path 
of the juſt, therefore, reſembles the reſplendent 
orb, to Which it is likened in the text, as it is 
eminently beneficial. A good man, by his in- 
ſtruction, his prayers, his generous deeds, and his 
worthy example, is a bleſſing to all to whom his 
influence extends. 

As it is a pleaſant thing for the eyes to behold 
the ſun, ſo the path of the juſt is PLEASANT ; 
it is pleaſant to themſelves, and to others: they 
themſelves enjoy the pure and refined pleaſures 
reſuliing from religious action, devout reflection, 
and heavenly hope; and their friends, their 
relatives, all who witneſs their religion, ſee a moſt 
delightful obje&t—an object, glorious as the ſun 
in all his luſtre. | 
The ſupreme BEAvTY, and tranſcendent Ex- 
CELLENCE,, of religion, are here ſtrikingly diſ- 
played. The ſun, to which it is likened, is the 
| moſt 
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moſt glorious object in the natural world. The 
path of the juſt man, like this great luminary, 
caſts a ſplendor all around him. Religious wiſdom, 
ſhining in his temper and behaviour, ſhews its 
own excellence. It poſſeſſes, and diſplays, a ſelf- 
evidencing beauty. A character formed on the 
model of Jeſus, the Son of God, who was full of 
grace and truth, the brightneſs of the Father's 
glory and the expreſs image of his perſon, is truly 
amiable. It is an aſſemblage of excellencies. It 
unites, and exhibits, all the eſtimable, and all the 
lovely qualities. It has a charm to captivate every 
enlightened mind, and-every truly virtuous heart. 

Even a ſavage breaſt is not totally inſenſible to 
the. moral beauty of that man, who governs his 
| paſſions, whoſe devotion is genuine, whoſe in- 
tegrity is inflexible, and whoſe benevolence is 
pure, warm, and diffuſive. The luſtre of high 
birth, the glare of opulence, the ſplendor of 
elevated rank, the brightneſs of talents, are mere 
tinſel, in compariſon with the glory of religion. 
This is the ſterling gold; or, rather, to uſe a 
ſtronger figure, and one more congenial with the 
ſpirit of the text, this is as the glory of the ſun. 
It 25 as the light, the SHINING Light. 

But, as the fun, with all his glory, is not free 
from ſpots; ſo the moſt accompliſhed human 
character is ſullied with moral ſtains. If God, 

therefore, were to mark iniquity, no one could 

Rand before him. The ſun is ſometimes obſcured 
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by clouds and miſts; ſo is the path of the juſt. 
The clouds of adverſity may, for a time, conceal 
the moſt ſplendid virtues, and the miſts of preju- 
dice obſcure the moſt ſhining -actions.—But the 
grand point of reſemblance, on which our atten- 
tion ſhould be principally fixed, remains to be 
conſidered. We proceed, therefore, as propoſed, 
to ſhew that the path of the quſt is as the n 
light, in that 

n fhineth MORE AND MORE. 

The compariſon is taken, not from the morning 
cloud, or the early dew, which ſoon paſſeth away; 
nor from thoſe exhalations, which, raiſed by heat 
from the earth, glitter in the air with momentary 
brightneſs, and then, falling back to the ground 
whence they ſprang, diſappear for ever; but from 
that reſplendent orb which fhineth more and more. 

This illuſtrates the progreſſive nature of religion. 
At firſt it may be obſcure, like the ſun in a cloud. 
It is not, at its riſe, equally conſpicuous in all, as 
every morning is not equally bright: but its luſtre 
is gradually augmented. 

From the conſtitution of the human ſoul, we 
infer that man is defigned for a progreſſive flate. 
By imperceptible degrees the mental powers 
ſtrengthen, —That religion is progreſſive, its very 
nature indicates. If you conſider it as conſiſting 
in the illumination of the mind, the rectitude of» 
the will, the ſpirituality of the affections, and the 
peace of the conſcience, you will ſee that it admits 
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of increaſe. Its progreſſive nature is repreſented, 
in the holy Scriptures, under many expreſſive 
figures; ſome taken from the growth of the 
vegetable tribes, ſome from the different ſtages of 
human life, ſome from the progreſs of a traveller 
who ſteadily purſues his journey, and this, in our 


text, from the increaſing luſtre of the ſun—the 


ſoul of the planetary ſyſtem. It ſhines more and 


more. 


The progreſſive nature of religion is generally 
exemplified in the experience and conduct of the 


juſt; and of ſuch only our text ſpeaks. Would 


to God that all who make- profeſſion of religion 
were of this character! Then none would draw 


back unto perdition. Some good men, indeed, 


ſeem to ſtand ftill ; and others, for a ſeaſon, appear 
to decline; but, in general, they ſhine more and 


more, inereafing in the knowledge of God, 
abounding in every good word and work, and 
Filled with all joy and peace in believing. 


Thus to advance in the divine life is the aim of 
the juſt. They deſire to grow in the knowledge of 
Chriſt Jeſus their Lord, by forming clearer appre- 
henſions, more enlarged. views, and a better con- 
nected ſyſtem, of revealed truth. The man of real 
rehgion feels the importance of truth. The more 
he knows, the more he wiſhes toknow. Light is 


not more grateful to his eye, than knowledge to 


his mind; and particularly the knowledge of 
Chriſt, which purifies, ennobles, and delights the 


foul. The pleaſures which an acquaintance with 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt affords, make him deſirous of higher at- 
tainments. A ſenſe of the rich advantages re- 


ſulting from this knowledge, invigorates him in 
its purſuit. 


Chriſtians, realize the obligations you. are un- 


der, to be increqſing in the knowledge of God. 
Let a noble ambition inſpire your minds: imitate 
the angels, who are repreſented as looking into 
the things which concern our ſalvation. Search 
the Scriptures; they are given you that you may 


know Chriſt; there his glories are revealed. Let 


your reaſon, the diſtinguiſhing excellence of man, 
be employed in the ſervice of religion; that you 
may diſcern things that differ, compare ſpiritual 
things with ſpiritual, and know the things which 
are freely given you of God. You cannot em- 
ploy your leiſure time in a more rational, plea- 
ſant, or edifying manner, than in ſtudying the 
holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wiſe 
unto ſalvation. Converſe much with your chriſ- 
tian friends on thoſe ſubjects which moſt intereſt 
your heart; for religious converſation, properly 
conducted, is a ſource of improvement. Pray 
for the ſpirit of wiſdom and underſtanding, that 
you may ſee more of the glory of divine truth, 


enjoy the rich conſolations it adminiſters, and be 


ready always to give an anſwer to every man 
that aſketh you a reaſon of the hope that is in 
you. Above all, let it be your conſtant aim to 
reduce knowledge to practice. Increaſe in your 


acquaint- 
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acquaintance with the inſpired volume, not for 
voſtentation, not for applauſe, but for real ule ; 
that, feeling more of the power of truth, in pro- 
moting your holineſs, you may diſplay its excel- 
lence to greater advantage, in a conver/ation that 
becometh the goſpel. 

The juſt, who are compared to the ſun, are 
growing up in their conformity to Chriſt. They 
mortify the deeds of the body; cultivate the 
graces of the Spirit ; and purſue, with zeal and 
chearfulneſs, a perfection of holineſs. Conſider- 
ing the importance of the object, their vaſt diſ- 
tance from it, the danger of relaxing their exer- 
tions, and the animating examples ſet before 
them in the Bible, they preßt towards the mark. 
They watch and pray, and ftrive againſt fin. They 
frequently review their ways, endeavour to keep 
conſcience tender, and weigh the ee motives 
to holineſs which the goſpel ſuggeſts. ny 
In the uſe of means, accompanied with the 
blefling of God, they grow in grace—they ſhine 
more and more. Their reverence of God, their 
preference of his word to every other book, their 
delight in ſpiritual exerciſes, and their eſteem of 
real /aints, who are the excellent of the earth, 
are promoted, in proportion as they enter into the 
ſpirit of the goſpel. Their dependance upon 
Jeſus Chriſt is more ſtedfaſt ; they become more 
willing to receive inſtruction or reproof; more 
ſtrict in 5 themſelves; and more candid 

| towards 
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towards others. Amidſt the viciſſitudes of life, 
they poſſeſs greater equanimity ; ; their reſignation 
to the will of God is more habitual ; their regard 
to divine approbation mare fixed; and their de- 
fire to do good, that God may be glorified, 
more ſteady. Their path is as the Ainins light, 
Shining more and more. : 
. Hence their ſerenity, peace, and joy, 3 
If their religious pleaſures be leſs intenſe, they 
are more ſolid and abiding. They reſt more on 
the ſtability of truth, than on the fickleneſs of 
mental feeling. Mark the perfect man, and be- 
hold the upright, for the end of that man is 
peace. He has peace in his conſcience, through 
the blood of atonement ; peace in his mind, be- 
cauſe it is reconciled to the diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence; and peace in his heart, as the paſſions, 
under the regulating influence of ſupreme love to 
God, are reduced to harmony. This peace is an 
earneſt of heaven: it is a foretaſte of future 
bliſs: it is an anticipation of glory, The light 
"ſhining more and more indicates the approach of 
PERFECT DAY. Let us then 

III. Contemplate the PERFECTION of the Juſt 
man's day. - 
A life of faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and of devoted- 
| neſs to. God on earth, will be crowned with a 
perfection of knowledge, holineſs, and felicity in 
the heavenly ſtate. The juſt will perſevere to the 
zend, and receive the prize of their high calling. 

C They 
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They will ſhine more and more unts THE PER- 
FECT DAY. Their future day will be perfect, 


\, contraſted with the ſtate of the wicked, who will 


be in the regions of darkneſs and horror; and 


compared with their own paſt ſtate, in this world 


of imperfe& knowledge, purity, and bliſs. To 


+ abſolute perfection the juſt will never arrive; as 


there will always be room for improvement. They 
will not, like the ſun, riſc to a certain point, and 
then deſcend; but they will continue 'to riſe 
higher and higher, and to ſhine more and more. 
Their views of the infinite attributes of Deity, 
a5 difplayed in the works of 'creation, in the na- 
tural and moral government of the univerſe, and 
eſpecially in the grand ſcheme of human redemp- 
tion, accompliſhed by the labors and ſufferings 
of Jeſus, the Son of God, will be for ever ex- 
panding. But, in compariſon of what little we 
now know, the x x@oWLEDGE we ſhall attain in 
heaven may be ſaid to be perfect. Noto we ſee 
through a glaſs darkly ; but then face to face : 
now we know in part; but when that which is in 
part ſhall be done away, that which is perfect 


| all come. ihnen, perhaps, the wonders of the 


material world may be fully diſplayed, and we 


mall be acquainted with its extent, the variety of 
ies parts, the links by which they are connected, 


and the laws which regulate the whole. Then the 


myſteries of providence will be unfolded ; and we 
| ſhall be able to reconcile the preſcience of God 


with 
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with the liberty of man, the holineſs of Deity 
with the exiſtence of ſin, and divine benevolence 
with human miſery. We ſhall ſee why the wicked 
proſper, and why the righteous are oppreſſed. 
The great plan of our ſalvation will, at that 


tranſporting period, diſcloſe a thouſand charms 


which are now concealed. We {hall better com- 
prehend with all ſaints, what is the length, and 
breadth, and depth, -and height, of the love of 
Chriſt, which paſfſeth knocoledge. We ſhall ſee 
the King of Heaven in all the beauties of his 
holineſs, and in all the glories of his grace. The 
glories of the Redeemer's perſon, character, offi - 
ces, and work, will be revealed. We fhall ſee 
him as he is: we ſhall ſee as we are ſeen, and 
know as we are known. 

Our intellectual powers, now feeble, will then 
be ſtrengthened; the ſphere of their operation, 
which is now contracted, will then be enlarged; 
the materials of knowledge, now comparatively 
few, will then be abundant. What now inter- 
tupts the free and vigorous exerciſe of the mental 


_ faculties will no longer exiſt. There will be no 


want of application in the purfuit of truth. The 
ſpirit of the world will no more diſſipate our at- 
tention. Secular occypations will no more engage 
us, prejudice never darken the underſtanding, 
nor . affections form a falſe medium of 
viſion. 
3 3 : 1 per- 
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A perfection of knowledge will be attended 
with a perfection of noLiness. Here, the juſt 


may be betrayed into fin through their ignorance ; 


hurried away into criminal exceſſes through the 


impetuoſity of paſſion ; ſurprized by danger, 


preſſed by their neceſſities, borne down by their 


afflictions, ſeduced by the objects which preſs 


upon their ſenſes, corrupted by evil communica- 


tions, allured by ſeducing examples, they may, 


through the weakneſs of their religious principles 
in this imperfe& ſtate, contract much guilt ; but 


7 in heaven, none of, theſe occaſions of fin will 
exiſt. There will be no depravity within, no 
temptation without: nothing will enter that de- 


fileth. There, perfect holineſs will for ever reign. 
The ſpirits of juſt men, made perfect, will ſerve 
God day and night, without interruption, weari- 
neſs, or end. Nothing will cool the ardour of 
their devotion, or alienate their hearts from God, 

Their graces, compleat in number, and perfect 


in degree, will ſhine with a divine brightneſs. 
I Their holineſs being complete, their FELICITY 


will. be perfect. They will be delivered from all 


the natural, as well as the moral, evils to which 
they are now expoſed. No more will they be 


afflicted with pain of body, or diſtreſs of mind. 
The loſs of property, the fruſtration of hope, and 
worldly. perplexities, will no longer àfflict them. 
No more will they feel anguiſh of fpirit through 
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the treachery of profeſſed friends, the malice of 
avowed enemies, or the improper conduct, the 
affliction, or the death, of thoſe they love. Ig- 
norance of what they now wiſh to know, will no 
longer diſquiet them. No more will they groan, 
being burthened with a body of fin and death. 
Never more will they be troubled, becauſe God 
hides his face. No! they will enjoy his favour 
and friendſhip for ever. The light of God's 
countenance will always beam upon the juſt. 
Their nobleſt powers will be delightfully employed 
in his ſervice. They will ſee his face, rejoice in 
his love, and celebrate his praiſe. They will be in 
his preſence, where there is fulrte/s of joy ; and 
at his Tight hand, where there are pleaſures for 
ever more. The path of the juft is as the ſhining 
light, that fhineth more FONG more unto THE 
PERFECT DAY, ; 

Such, through rich and ſovereign grace, was 
the eharacter—ſuch was the path—and fuch, 
therefore, we doubt not, is now the perfection of 
our late EXCELLENT. FRIEND. 

In very early life, he was numbered with the 
juſt on earth. Awakened to a ſenſe of guilt, 
convinced of the imperfection of all his fervices, 
and knowing that the divine law requires com- 
pleat obedience, he truſted in the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt for his juſtification in the ſight of God. 
Enjoying peace in his conſcience, through faith 
in the Redecmer, and feeling his obligations to 

C 3 him 
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Ae im from whom it was derived, he honoured his 


legiſlative character, and treated his inſtitutions 
with reſpect. Faithful to the diftates of his 
conſcience, he was baptized on a profeſſion of 
faith, and became a member of this church. 
Through the influence of the Holy Spirit, and 
the inſtrumentality of the revealed truth, he was 
juſt to the God whom he adored, to the faith 
which he profeſſed, and to the religious ergage- 
ments mn which bo entered with this commu- 
pity. 
As 8 he would not facrifice his con - 
ſcience, proſtitute a divine ordinance, and betray 
the rights of the Head of the church, by qualify- 
ing for the office of juice of the peace, though 
many years in the king's commiſſion : but, had 
it not been for the baneful operation of the Tzsr 
ACT, which prevented him from adminiſtering 
| juſtice in the quality of a magifrate, 'a man of 
his enlightened mind, ſtrict principles, and public 
ſpirit, might have been a bleſſing to the diſtrict. 
He was juſt to men, to their perſons, to their 
character, and to their property. His well- 
eſtabliſbed reputation for ſtrict integrity, in- 
duced many, in the large circle of his acquaint- 
"ance, to repoſe in him the greateſt confidence, 
and to requeſt him to diſcharge various offices of 
Nie path of this jus man, it may be ſafely 
firmed, was ar the Alining light, His religion 
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was genuine; it was regulated by the divine 
word, and ſteady in its operation. In his devo» 
tions he was regular. The altar of God, erected 
in his family, he did not neglect; and his even- 
ings being ſpent at home, domeſtic wotſhip was 
not delayed, to the inconvenience of the fetvants, 
till a late hour. This fact is the more deſerving 
of notice, as his company was greatly courted ; 
for he was extenſively known, connected with 
many public inſtitutions, much beloved, and well 
qualified to adminiſter inſtruction and delight. 
Endued with good natural parts; enriched with 
much important information; of 4 communicative 
diſpoſition; fingularly happy in relating anecdotes, 
with which his memory was well fraught ; pot 
ſeſſed of a fund of good humour; ealy of acceſs; 
affable in his diſpoſition ; pleaſing in his manners, 
and animated in his converſation ; he was the ſoul 
of company, the bright ornament of the circles 
in which he moved, and deſervedly the firſt ob- 
ject of attention in almoſt every ſocial friendly 
meeting, When company aſſembled at his own 
houſe, the hour of prayer was not forgotten. On 
the day devoted to the public ſervice of God, he 
would never encourage viſits. . 
How regular he was in his attendance in this 
place, you need not be informed. In this reſpe& 
he was a perfect model, Never did I know D him 
abſent, unleſs he was on a journey, or confined 
by illneſs, From the time of his * a pro- 
C4 _ ſeſſion, 
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Akon, his conduct, as I have been informed, 
was thus regular. Nor was it perſonal reſpect to 

_ the paſtors, (though well known to be great), nor 
merely attachment to their miniſtry, that influ- 
enced his conduct; but a deep and abiding ſenſe 
of obligation to attend where he had a name and 
a place; reſpect to the church, with which he 
was united ; an expectation of enjoying the pre- 
ſence, and obtaining the bleſſing, of God, in the 
regular uſe of appointed means ; and a full con- 
viction of the dangerous conſequences which re- 
fult from the indulgence of curiofity in the con- 
cerns of religion. With what ſteadineſs he at- 
tended the meetings of the church, all the mem- 
bers know; and with what good ſenſe, pertinency 
and fervor, humility, reverence and apparent de- 
ght, he yiten led ar ne they can 
witneſs. 

Like the light of n his W was con- 
ſpicuous, It could not be hid. Its benign influ- 
ences were felt by many. He was truly a bleſſing 

to ſociety, —He was a bleſſing to his family. 
Would you know the real character of a man, 
you muſt ſee him at home, where he wears no 


© maſk. There, ſometimes, is ſeen a character the 


very reverſe of that which is aſſumed abroad. 
How affecting the thought! How diſtreſſing it 
is to ſee the public aſſertor of liberty a domeſtic 
' tyrant! the patron of ſchemes of general bene- 
Ons regardleſs of 5e little daily kindneſſes, 
thoſe 
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thoſe delicate attentions, thoſe filent unoſtenta- 
tious charities, on which the happineſs of families 
ſo much depends! the generous ſubſcriber to the 
propagation of the goſpel in foreign parts, negle&- 
ing religion in his own houſe !—Not ſo our 
friend. Honoured by his friendſhip, long have I 
witneſſed his private excellencies, , as a relative, 
and a maſter. Not only the affectionate partner 
of his life, whoſe loſs is great indeed; not only 
his numerous relatives, to whom he was a father: 
but the ſervants in his family, can, and will, 
bear teſtimony to his kindneſs. While they ho- 
noured him as a maſter, they eſteemed him as a 
friend. For he required no unreaſonable ſervices, 
put on no imperious airs, aſſumed no haughty 
tones. The kindneſs with which he ſpoke to 
them, (calling them by their names), the ſweet- 
neſs of his temper, and the mildneſs of his man- 
ners, rendered their ſituation pleaſant, and in- 
duced them to ſerve him with diligence, fidelity, 
and affection. They who ſerved him in his family 
when I firſt knew him, ſerved him to the laſt; 
and to their mutual honour be it ſaid, that there 
was nothing which, for ſo good a maſter, they 
would not have done. Did every maſter reſemble 
him, there would be, I am well perſuaded, les 
reaſon to complain of bad ſervants. - | 
He was a blefling not only to his family, but 


alſo to this church, of which he was an exem-. 


plary MEMBER for near haf à century, and for 
above thirty ow a very OE and much ho- 
noured 
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noured DEACON, For this * * 
which he uſed well, he was eminently qualified, 
by his prudence, fidelity, patience, candour, ac- 
tivity, firmneſs without obſtinacy, affability, 
compaſſion for the poor, pacific diſpoſition, and 
_ uncommon attachment to the church, whole in- 
tereſts lay near his heart to the very day of his 
death. When deſtitute of a paſtor, with what 
wiſdom, ſteadineſs, and affection, he preſided at 
the meetings of the church, they who were then 
members will inform us. His uſefulneſs in this 
ſociety cannot be aſcertained. 

; eee fpned wider 
than his family, and this church. His influence 
in various departments of civil ſociety, was virtu- 
ouſly exerted for the benefit of many: for ſuch ' 
was his philanthropy, that he was willing to ſerve 
every one. From his active ſervices, from his 
wiſe counſels,, and from the generous uſe he made 
of hi property, in donations and loans, to thoſe 
who applied for his aid, great advantages have 
eee tho widen, 
have loſt a friend. For ſome, indeed, whom he 
_ remembered in his Ife, he provided in the proſ- 
| peft of his death. So that, though his head is 
levelled with the duſt, the fource of his bounty 
will continue to flow, to make widows hearts 
Ang for joy all the days of their lives. His en- 
| _ mind formed a ſcheme of benevolence, 
| known 
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known among us by the name of The Sympa- 
thetic Society, for the aſſiſtance of poor miniſters, 
of our denomination, who, by age or infirmities, 
are incapacitated for the duties of their office. 
Had this ſcheme been carried into effe& before 


bis departure, his generous heart would have re- 


Joiced in the thought, that ſome highly reſpecta- 


ble and uſeful perſons might be rendered happy 


by it, in the decline of life, or under great af- 
fliction. : Hi 

- Surely the path of ſuch a man was as the 
ſhining light; and, with pleaſure, I add, that it 
ſhone MORE AND MORE. Yes, never, ſince I 
have had the benefit of his acquaintance, did it 
ſhine with ſo bright a luſtre, as in his laſt, long. 
and trying illneſs. So pious, ſo reſigned, ſo pa- 


tient, ſo full of benevolent attentions, it was a 


privilege to be with him! Ah! with what me- 
lancholy pleaſure did I fit by his fide, and liſten 
to his words! Never before, he informed me, 
did fin appear to him fo exceeding ſinful, his 
guilt ſo great, or his life /o uſeleſs but, caſting 
himſelf at the foot of the croſs, he trufted in the 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt for the ſalvation of his ſoul. 
Sin, he ſaid, could not be expiated without an 
atonement : but the atonement of Chriſt was 
all-ſufficient ; on that he built his hope, and his 
confidence in him was the ſource of his peace. 
Never before, he told me, did he derive ſo much 
pleaſure, as he experienced in his laſt illneſs, 


from 
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* ſuch conſiderations as theſe ; f That Jeſus, 
the Son of God, came into the world ; that he 


came lo ſave finners ;- that his efſential Deity, 
and perfect holineſs, qualified him for his work ; 
and that the goſpel affords encouragement for 
every inner to truſt in him, for pardon, for ac- 
ceplance with God, and for eternal life.. At 
another time he ſaid, that a profeſſion of faith in 
eus Chrift akoays appeared to him important; 
But never ſo important as when he viewed it in 
the light of eternity; and he wiſhed that his 
young friends, who have lately made a profeſſion, 
maght be told, ON THE WORD OF A DYING MAN, 
what" ſolemn obligations they had laid nee 
wer to God, and. to the church. 

From his general converſation it was eib 
* God never appeared to him ſo great and ſo 
good, Chriſt ſo precious, or religion fo truly in- 
tereſting, as under his complicated afflictions. 
He bowed ſubmiſſion to the divine will: on Chriſt 
he placed all his confidence: faith in him was his 
ſupport; and prayer was his chief delight. Beſides 
the morning and evening ſacrifice of prayer and 
of praiſe, which the family offered in his chamber, 
frequently did he aſk me to pray with him, ſaying, 
the hanpie moments he enjoyed were ſpent in 
prayer; and with what devotion did he, as long 
as he was able to ſpeak, add the loud AMEN { 
The ſound, the folemn e 1 ee in wy 
Car. 0 8 {hag 
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O! who can fay how gracious God was to 
him! When his whole frame was violently 
agitated, through exceſs of pain, I heard him 
faintly articulate, as he reclined his head on my 


| boſom, God is pitiful, he is pitiful. This thought 


ſuppreſſed every murmur, filenced every com- 


plaint, and kept his ſoul in perfect peace. Often, 


during my acquaintance with him, did he expreſs 
his fears, leſt, in the view of death, his faith 


ſhould fail, his hope forſake him, and his courage 


fink; but, as death approached, thoſe fears vaniſh- 

ed; for the ſting of death was taken away; its 

terrors fled ; and he prayed at times for his diſ- 
ON. 

Thus, at the cloſe of life, we ſaw in him the 
reality, the power, and the excellence, of religion, 
ſtrikingly exemplified. When he "took leave of 
his relations, bidding them, as he then ſuppoſed, 
the laſt farewel, he ſhone in all his glory. What 


faith! what magnanimity! what kindneſs! did 


he then diſplay ! never before did I witneſs a ſcene 


ſo grand, ſo glorious, ſo affecting: it was the 


triumph of religion. How intereſting were his 
inſtructions! how wiſe and pious his advice! 
how benevolent and affectionate his wiſhes | how 
fingularly impreſſive his manner! 

After this he lived ſeveral weeks, but, to the 
very laſt, his Teaſon, and his comforts, were con- 
tinued. The morning on which he expired, his 


_ failed ; but. by n. my hand he 
9 anſwered 
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| knſivered my inquiries, ang told me he was happy. 

When the awful moment came, he gently fell 
aſleep: ſo gentle was his diſmiſſion, that to his 
ſorrowful relations and friends, who ſtood around 
his bed, it was known only by the ceffation of 
the pulſe. To him what a happy change! he 
ſhone more and more on earth, and is now arrived 
at PERFECT DAY. His knowledge, his holineſs, 
and his felicity, are perfect. This conſideration is 
adapted to reconcile the ſorrowful widow, the 
mourning relatives, and the afflicted church, to 
the loſs which they ſuſtain. Wherefore comfort 
one another with theſe words. 

With you, my dear and honored FRIEND, who 
ſtood in the neareſt relation to the deceaſed, I ten- 
derly ſympathize : with your tears I mingle my 
own: for 1 tog have loſt a friend one worthy of the 
name 4 wiſe, a ſteady, an affectionate friend; 
one who not only kindly admitted me to his 
houſe, and incorporated me with his family, but re- 
ceived me to his boſom ; with whom I have had 
the honor, and the happineſs, to live, on terms of 
the moſt intimate, 'the moſt endearing, and the 
moſt delightful. friendſhip, for near fourteen years; 
a friend, whoſe virtues I muſt always revere, whoſe 
memory will be ever dear to my heart, and whoſe 
uniform kindnefs to me, has. left that deep im- 
preſſion on my foul, which time can never eraſe. . 
My Farnzer! my Farnts! the ch of 
dfrael, ans OI thereof. : & 
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But let us not ſorrow as thoſe who have no 
hope. Let us cheriſh that hope which animated 
his mind, in the proſpect of diſſolution; the hope 
of meeting again, in a happy world, never more 
to part. Then ſhall we unite with all the ran- 
ſomed of the Lord, in celebrating Taz, YRAISEs 


OF GOD, AND OF THE LAMB, FOR EVER AND 
BVER. AMEN. 


Paid 5 the Avrizen, and Sold by 8 and 
Bur rox. 
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ADDRESSED TO A FRIEND. 
Price 28. | 
A SERMON | 


- . . ON THE 


_ AFRICAN Hs PG 


Preached at'Maze-Pond, Southwark, Lord's Day After- 
_ 30, 1788. Price 6d. Third Edition. 


3. A SERMON 


Preached at t Maze-Pond, Southwark, Sept. 27, 1789, 
for the Benefit of the Society eſtabliſhed in London, 
he Support and Encouragement of 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
In the different Counties of ENGLAND. 
Price 6d, 


a 4. A SERMON 
 OCCASIONED BY THE DEATH OF 


Ma. JOHN FLIGHT, 
ne apa th ee uly 10, 1791, in the T wenty- 
Ak Ya % dl. Le; 
Freche in Angel- ſtreet, Worceſter ey 24, 1791, 
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THE PRACTICE OF FEMALE "NAM 
COMPLETELY CONSISTENT : 


In Anſwer to Mr. P. Edwards's Candid Reaſons, 
The Preface and Notes 


by James Dore. 
Price 6s. 6d. 


